COMING OUT OF DARKNESS
CHAPTER 4

The Kingdom Within

"But in the last days it shall come to pass,
that the mountain of the house of the LORD
shall be established in the top of the
mountains, and it shall be exalted above the
hills, and people shall flow unto it. And
many nations shall come, and say, Come,
and let us go up to the mountain of the
LORD, and to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and
we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go
forth of Zion, and the word of the LORD
from Jerusalem. And he shall judge among
many people, and rebuke strong nations afar
off; and they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a
sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more" (Micah 4:1-3).

" But the saints of the most High shall take
the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for
ever, even for ever and ever” (Daniel 7:18).

"And the kingdom and dominion, and the
greatness of the kingdom under the whole
heaven, shall be given to the people of the
saints of the most High, whose kingdom is
an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions
shall serve and obey him" (Daniel 7:27).

| believe that we are beginning to enter into
the experience of becoming the city of God.
"The mountain of the Lord" speaks of a high
revelation, an unveiling of our mind, to enable
us to walk in the high realms of the Spirit.
However, to receive this truth we must be
willing to change. | do not mean only a
change in outward conduct. If you are not

walking in the reality of Christ in you, if God
Himsdlf is not coming aive in you, if His
nature and character are not being formed in
you, then either you are not regenerated, or
your concept of God is definitely wrong.

Whenever the Bible mentions the last days,
we aways think of some far off future event.
This is one reason we need our concepts
changed. We have been in the last days ever
since the resurrection of Jesus from among the
dead. God needs a people who will give
themselves totaly to Him, mixing faith with
His Word, arising in His resurrection power,
and becoming the saviours spoken of in
Obadiah 21 -- a people who will deliver all of
creation from the bondage of corruption. |
believe that those days are now upon us. God
Is now ready and waiting for a people to take
hold of His redlity in their lives, and to begin
to reconcile al creation back to Himself. God
Is wanting to bring full salvation to the
Church in these days, and If we will be open
to hear His voice. not harden our hearts.
Salvation is deiverance from the fall of
Adam. We have been redeemed and restored
back to the Tree of Life. Savation is
deliverance from poverty, sickness and death.
Paul told Timothy that Jesus " has abolished
death and brought life and immortality to
light through the gospel” (2 Tim. 1:10). It is
very difficult to find even a few who believe
these words. There are many who believe in a
prosperity and health gospel, but where are
the people who are overcoming death? Jesus
said that He is the Bread of Life, and that a
man may eat of Him and never die (John
6:35).



The time is now right for a people to begin to
rise and take the kingdom and possess the
kingdom. The Jews, many years ago, were
waiting for the Messiah to come and destroy
their enemies and set up His kingdom. Today
it is not much different. The magority of
Christians are waiting once again for Jesus to
come back, destroy all their enemies, and set
up His kingdom. This concept was wrong for
the Jews and it is aso wrong for the
Chrigtians. God is a reconciler, not a
destroyer. The only destruction He will bring
Is to your carnal man. Your selfish, carnal
desires are going to be burned away so that
your spirit will rise up in you to take
possesson of you. As long as we are
passively waiting, there will be no
manifestation of the Son of God in us.

One of the wrong concepts that some
Christians have isin thinking that they have to
wait for a corporate experience. They think
that the sons of God will all be changed and
manifested at the same time. |, too, believe
that there will be a corporate experience, but
according to God's timetable for each person.
Every experience of God that you read of in
the Word can be obtained by you as an
individual. In fact, until we as individuals
realize we can obtain the fullness of God and
begin to seek Him for it, the corporate body
will not do so. It was proven a long time ago
by Enoch and Elijah that it is possible to
overcome death. We do not have to wait for
everyone. We as individuals must seek God
for His reality in us, and then our lives will be
affected and we can affect those around us.

The Kingdom Within

The concept of God that we have been taught
in the system of Christianity is, for the most
part, a wrong concept. We have been taught
that God is "way out there" somewhere in
another realm called heaven, and that if we
accept Jesus and do the best we can, God will

bless us and we will go to heaven when we
die. We are not taught how to live by the
Spirit of God that is within us.

The religious system has taught us always to
seek God in an outward way for our needs.

This has given us a false concept of God. This
has caused us to seek everything of God as
though it were outside of us. We think that by
all kinds of religious activity, what we need

will come into us and bless us, or heal us, or
prosper us. In actuality, everything that God is
is already within us, waiting for us to discover
the truth that God in us is sufficient to meet
every need.

We have a "Santa Claus God". God does not
withhold His blessings from anyone at any
time. He makes His rain to fall on the just and
the unjust. Whenever we ask God to heal us or
prosper us, we have a wrong concept. What
we are saying is, "God, You have all these
good things and are withholding them from
me." If you do not think God has all these
things that He is not giving you, why would
you ask Him for them? If it were true that
God was withholding something from you,
you could not get Him to change His mind by
begging, crying or pleading. We cannot bribe
God by our Bible reading, praying, crying,
fasting, our goodness -- or anything else that
we might try. The only hope we have is in
discovering the truth of what Jesus taught:
" The Kingdom of God is within you" (Luke
17:21). Jesus said in John 7:38, "He that
believes in me, out of his innermost being
will flow rivers of living water." In John 4:14,
He said, "He that drinks of the water that |

give him, it shall be in him a well of water

springing up into eternal life."

To have a proper concept of these things, we
must realize who and where Christ is. The
word Christ means "God's anointed”. Jesus
was cdled the Christ. As the Christ, He was
the fullness of God. Colossians 2:9 says, in



the Amplified version, "For in Him the
whole fullness of Deity (the Godhead)
continues to dwell in bodily form -- giving
complete expression to the Divine nature." |
don’t think any of us would have a problem
believing that, but we have never been taught
the next verse: " And you are in Him, made
full and have come to fullness of life -- in
Christ you too are filled with the Godhead:
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and reach full
spiritual stature." Ephesians 1:23
(Amplified) speaks of the Church, " Which is
His body, the fullness of Him Who fills all in
all -- for in that body lives the full measure
of Him who makes everything complete, and
Who fills everything everywhere [with
Himself]."

After meditating and praying over these
verses for some time, we will begin to have
some understanding of how to fellowship with
God. We will have our concept changed about
how we are to pray. When we go to God, we
won't ask for so many things. We will begin
to realize that Christ is the fullness of God,
and Christ in all His fullness is now being
poured out from within us. God is at al times
pouring His Spirit out, filling everything
everywhere with Himself. When we see
someone in lack or in need, instead of asking
and begging God to meet that need, we redlize
that in us dwells the fullness of God to meet
that need. We turn to the Spirit of God within
us and we realize that "1 and my Father are
one" (John 10:30), and " He that is joined to
the Lord is one Spirit with the Lord" (1 Cor.
6:17). So from within me, from within my
spirit, | release the ability of God to go forth
and do His will. My prayer then becomes not
an asking of God, but a realizing of His ability
within me to meet the needs of others.

God’s desire is not that we ask Him to heal
the sick and bless with finances or supply
whatever the need, but that we yield our
bodies to Him. He desires to fill us and flow

through us to meet the needs of humanity.
God's desire is to flow through a many-
membered body with all of His riches in
glory. There is no greater joy in al the earth
than being filled with God's presence and
then sensing that presence flow out of you and
Into someone else, meeting their need. Paul
told the Ephesians that the Church is His
body, of His flesh and of His bones (Eph.
5:29-30). God fills us with Himself so that we
become channels of blessing to the whole
world. When you pray, seek after God and His
wisdom. Seek Him for His light and glory to
be revealed in you. Hunger and thirst after His
presence, so that you may experience His
resurrection power coming alive in you,
enabling you to do the works of God.

What ajoy it is when you begin to understand
that everything of God that you have been
seeking is on the inside of you, just waiting to
be revealed. Then is fulfilled those words of
old, " Arise and shine; for your light is come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon
you" (Isaiah 60:1).

As | was ditting in the quiet one day, the Lord
gpoke this to me: "I am not withholding
anything from anyone at any time. | am
always pouring forth My Life, love, healing
and blessings. | am your life, your healing,
blessing, or whatever you need. When you are
set free from something or healed, it is not
because | have suddenly changed toward you
and decided to bless you. It is because you
have changed toward Me, or opened to Me
and come into My light. It is that which has
allowed My Life to flow out from your
innermost being to meet your need
Everything that you need is in My Spirit
dwelling within you. You need not reach out
to Me in an outward way, but turn within and
contact My Spirit within you; then | will flow
from your innermost being to meet your need.
He that believes in Me, out of his innermost
being will flow living water that will bring



healing and deliverance wherever it flows.
There is nothing in this universe that can
hinder you except your belief in another
power to do so. | am God, and besides Me
there is no God who can hinder you, no other
power able to op you. | am constantly filling
everything everywhere with Myself. Open to
the flowing of My Spirit within you, and | will
flow into your mind and renew it into My
mind. | will flow into your will and subdue it,
and make it altogether pliable to do My will. |
will flow into your emotion, so that My Love
will flow out of you. Sop having faith in the
power of evil to hinder you. | do not withhold
from one and give to another. | am always so
available, so rich, and so free -- just like the
air that you breathe. Come to Me and | will
rest you. | live and move and have My being
within you."

Many people are hungry today to see God.
The Word teaches us that we are the visible
expression of the invisible God. You or | may
be the only expression of God that people see.
We need to seek God until we can say with
the Apostle Paul, " | live; yet not |, but Christ
lives within me, and the life | now livein the
flesh | live by the faith of the Son of God"

(Gal. 2:20). God is a Spirit, and by
consecrating our bodies to Him, He is
localized within us and can flow to the world.

Many today seek to see Jesus in His physical
form. However, if you were to see Jesus
without coming to realize that you too are to
be a son of God, then seeing Him might not
help you al that much in a practica way.
Romans 829 says that Jesus was the
firstborn among many brethren.

Knowledge vs. Experience

Let'slook again at Ephesians 4:17-18. " Thisl|
say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye
henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk,
in the vanity of their mind, having the

understanding darkened, being alienated
from the life of God through the ignorance
that is in them, because of the blindness of
their heart."

This is where most of the Church has been for
two thousand years. A great mistake we have
made is in being satisfied with good teaching
aone. We think that because we know
something of God intellectually, we have it. |
know that God is in me; | know that Jesus
lives in me; | know that | am the visible
expression of the invisible God. Because we
know these things, most of the time we settle
for that knowledge without having the
experience of it being made real in our lives.
We must begin to enter into the experience of
being the visible expression of the invisible
God. We fail to seek for these things because
of wrong concepts. | was taught as a young
Christian that | should not seek for
experience, that | should just accept
everything without accompanying feeling.
Now, | realize that natural feelings can get us
into trouble, but to not feel and experience
gpiritual things means that you do not have
real faith. Faith will produce fedlings. If we
know something only intellectually, without
the experience, it does not do us much good.
The Word of God tells us of many wonderful
things that belong to the one who has received
God. If we never experience them, then what
good are they? Paul says that we are seated
with Christ in heavenly places (Eph. 2:6). We
should hunger after God until we walk in the
reality of this, and not think that we have it
just because we know it.

Our knowledge of the Word must become
experiential. There is nothing wrong with
knowledge. To know that Jesus livesin usis
wonderful. To know that we are filled with
His Spirit is also wonderful. The problem
comes when we settle for only the knowledge,
instead of seeking God for the redlity. The
Apostle Paul told the Corinthians,



" Knowledge puffs up, but Love builds up" (1
Cor. 8:1). Knowledge in itself can be very
satisfying. Many Christians today are very
satisfied with their knowledge of God. Some
have great knowledge of the Word, and have
become teachers without the experience.
William Law said many years ago, in his book
"The Power of the Spirit", that we are foolish
to think that we can go to Bible School and
learn how to put off Adam and put on Christ.
Y ou cannot know in reality what you have not
experienced. Many today have been raised in
Church and know all about Jesus being the
Saviour of the world, but they have never
experienced His life-giving power to change
their lives.

| said for years that "Jesus lives in me", yet |
had very little experience of that knowledge. |
was taught in Pentecost that because | spoke
in tongues, | was filled with the Holy Spirit. |
used to ask God, "If | am filled with the Holy
Spirit, why am | so ungodly and doing so
many things that are contrary to a Holy
Spirit?" The Christian religious system is so
full of confusion. That is why Revelation calls
her " Mystery, Babylon the great, the mother
of harlots' (Rev. 17:5). Babylon means
confusion. There is no hope for that religious
system. The only thing we can do is scrap it.
That is why Revelation says, " Come out of
her, my people” (Revelation 18:4). It cannot
be fixed.

Paul says we are " alienated from the life of
God through ignorance” (Eph. 4:18).
Ignorance does not mean stupidity. Ignorance
simply means that you do not know. | was a
Christian many years in ignorance. | did not
know that | could experience the quickening,
life-giving Spirit of God in me to bring me
into the reality of what | knew. Y ou can have
alot of Bible knowledge and still be ignorant.
We have aso been taught a great deal of
ignorance in Christianity. We are taught
defeat and failure. We are taught how

powerful the devil is and how he can defeat
us. We are not taught that it is possible in this
life to walk as Jesus walked. The Word clearly
reveals that not only is it possible, but God
expects us to mix faith with His Word and
make it real in our lives. The Word says, " He
that abides in Him ought to walk even as He
walked" (1 John 2:6). If we are not walking as
Jesus walked, then we need to seek Him until
His Spirit arises in us. " Being alienated from
the life of God through the ignorance that is
in them, because of the blindness of their
heart" (Eph. 4:18). These verses are talking
to us, the present day people of God! We have
had our understanding darkened to the
abundant life that God has made available to
us through Jesus. Jesus did not go to the cross
only so you could die and go to heaven. He
died that you " might have life and that more
abundantly" (John 10:10). The Life of God
lies dormant within us. When that Life begins
to function, we begin to change. We don't try
to change; it is a natural process of His Life
coming alive within us. The Apostle Paul said
that we should be constantly transformed
from one degree of glory to another (2 Cor.
3:18).

The Transforming River

The book of Genesis, chapter two, talks about
a river flowing in three directions and
becoming four heads. The name of the first is
Pison, which means "freely flowing". The
second is Gihon, which means "bursting
forth". The third is Hiddekel, which means
"rapid". The fourth is Euphrates, which means
"that which makes fruitful". In that land of
flowing rivers there are also precious stones.
Precious stones are transformed stones. In the
book of Revelation, we again see a flowing
river and precious stones. Stones are made
precious by the flowing of the river. This
picture shows us that God’s will in Genesisis
to produce precious stones for His building,
which is seen completed in Revelation.



Between Genesis and Revelation there is a
long process to produce the City of God.

The key to spiritua understanding of the
Bible is to discover that it is a Book
describing and unfolding to you your own
inner being. When you first receive God, you
begin to experience from the depths of your
being something that is moving and flowing.
This moving and flowing is the Spirit of God,
represented by the flowing river in the Word.
Deep within your being there is something
"freely flowing", something "bursting forth",
something that is "rapid", and something that
will "make you fruitful". Jesus said it this
way: "He that believes in Me, out of his
innermost being shall flow rivers of living
water!" (John 7:38).

We need to be chalenged in our walk with
God -- not for condemnation, but to gain
proper light and understanding. We need to
experience what we say we believe. Whereis
the flowing of the living water that we say is
within us? | used to go to God and ask Him,
"Where is the abundant life and the living
water that You said we were to have?' | knew
it was there, because | did experience it from
time to time. | knew the problem had to be
with me, not with God. There were times
when | would be greatly filled with the Spirit
of God, but it would not last. God does this so
that we will continue to seek Him for His
fullness. | wanted to stay in that river, but |
didn't know how. The more time we give to
God to seek Him, the more we come into His
flowing. Whenever you begin to sense even a
little of His flowing within you, there is a
transforming that takes place. The more the
river flows over the stone of the natural man,
the more you are transformed into a precious
stone. A great many Christians have tried to
die to the flesh and to be obedient to the
Spirit, but it is impossible for the natural,
carna sdf-life to be like God. If you will
learn instead to turn to the Spirit of God

within, and begin to experience the presence
of God within you, the river of His Spirit will
begin to flow, and the river will transform
you. It isimpossible to enter into the presence
of God and not have something of His essence
flow into your soul.

The book of Revelation reveals to us that the
New Jerusalem, the City of God, is made of
gold, silver and precious stones. Gold
represents God's divine nature, Slver
represents redemption. Precious stones are
made precious only by transformation.

Religion has taught us that the New Jerusalem
is a golden city, and that it is up in a place
called heaven. It has golden streets, gates of
pearl, and a river flowing out of the throne
with a Tree of Life on both sides and in the
middle. Someday this city is supposed to fall
out of the sky, and we will al go into it and
live happily ever after. | wish it were that
simple.

We must begin to pray for God’'s people to
have a spiritua understanding of His word.
The entire book of Revelation is revealing to
us our own inner life. You must realize that
you can begin to experience this City of God
now. Y ou do not have to wait until you die to
enter the New Jerusalem. Today! -- right now
-- you can experience the flowing of the Spirit
of God within you. This flowing will
transform you into a precious stone, to be
built up with the saints in your locality, until
together you become alocal expression of the
City of God. This is God's plan for His
Church. We are to be a visible expression of
the invisible God

Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a
spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer
up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ" (1 Peter 2:5).



" But we all, with open face beholding asin a
glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into
the same image from gory to glory, even as
by the Spirit of the Lord" (2 Cor. 3:18).

" But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus
from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your
mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in
you. Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not
to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye
live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the
body, ye shall live" (Rom. 8:11-13).

| will never forget the time when the Spirit of
God began to speak the above verses to me.
That is when | began to change. | knew them
and believed them and hoped for them. When
the Spirit began to speak them to me, | began
to seek God for the flowing of the river to
transform me. The entrance of the Word
brings light. In our natural state we are in
darkness, in fact we are the darkness. God
says, "1 form light, and create darkness'
(Issiah 45:7) and "the people that sat in
darkness saw great light" (Mat. 4:16). If you
are in darkness, how can you see? You don’'t
bind the darkness, you just turn on the light.

The book of Revelation says that the New
Jerusalem has streets of gold. Gold typifies
divinity, streets represent the walk. Those who
are experiencing the New Jerusdem are
walking in the divine nature and character of
God. In the New Jerusalem there is a river
flowing from the throne. Where is the throne

of God today? It is within you. Paul told the
Ephesians that "He hath raised us up

together, and made us sit together in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus." (Eph. 2:6).
There is a realm, a consciousness in God,
where we can experience these things. Many
talk today about the believer's authority, but
that authority comes only from the throne. If
the Spirit of God does not have authority in

your life, then you cannot exercise God's
authority. If you are under the Spirit's
authority, then you will have authority.

The Crossing of the Jordan

In the Old Testament, when Isragl was about
to cross the Jordan, it was told them in Joshua
3:3, "And they commanded the people,
saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant
of the LORD your God, and the priests the
Levites bearing it, then ye shall remove from
your place, and go after it."

When you see the ark begin to move, that's
when you cross the Jordan. When you
experience within your consciousness the
Spirit of God beginning to rise, and when you
begin to experience the tables of stone (the ten
commandments) to be the regulating life-law
within you, then you begin to cross the
Jordan. The Ten Commandments were never
meant to be a set of rules and regulations that
you try to keep in an outward way with your
falen humanity. When you experience the
resurrection power and Spirit of God coming
aive within you, you will naturally express
what was written on those tables of stone. It is
effortless. No more trying to be that good
Christian, but from your innermost being
flows the Spirit of God to fulfill all the
righteous requirements of the Law. Don’t try
so hard to be holy. All you need is one
glimpse of the Ark, just a little taste of Jesus
Christ in you, and al of a sudden you begin to
live the life that you thought you had to die to
receive. We used to think that death solved
our problems, but not so. The hope of the
Gospel is not merely to get saved and then
someday to die and go to heaven. The hope of
the gospel is " Jesus Christ in you, the hope
of glory" (Col. 1:27).

Don’t Be Devil Conscious



Another part of the darkness in these days is
to be devil-conscious. One of the biggest-
selling categories in Christian books today is
writings on the Cults. Christians today are
reading hundreds of books on Satanism and
witchcraft. They read biographies of the
experiences of people who have been in
Satanism, with all the gory details about what
Satan can do to you. The reading of all these
books is causing such a consciousness of
Satan and demonic activity that it is actually
helping that activity. (Incidentally, one of the
lowest-selling categories in Christian books is
prayer.) Christians are spending millions of
dollars to learn about witchcraft and demons,
and how to deal with them. They think they
need to learn about these things so they won't
be trapped by Satan, but that in itself can be
an entrapment. When Christians are so
consumed with learning about demons and
Satanic activity, it makes a statement that
Christians are living in fear. They think they
have to learn about Satan to fight him. Do you
really think that learning about all the details
of what Satan can do to you will help
empower you to fight the hosts of darkness? It
will not! However, if you learn to live in the
presence of God, where you can say, " It isno
longer | that live but Christ that lives within
me" (Gal. 2:20), Satan has no power over
you. If Satan comes to me and the Spirit of
God rises up within me, what can he do to
me? | can study all about demons and how to
deal with them. | can study deliverance, but is
it really going to help me fight the darkness?
Thereis only one area of true deliverance that
will have lasting effect. It is this: " Let God
arise and His enemies be scattered!” (Psam
68:1). If the Life of God never arises within
your being, your enemies will never be
scattered, no matter how much you study and
learn.

The Word says that we have been delivered
from the power of darkness and transferred
into the Kingdom of God. Listen. If we have

truly been taken out of the power of darkness
and placed into the Kingdom of God as the
Word says, then we need to experience it. The
Word of God is not atheory, but afact. If you
have been taken out of the power of darkness
and transferred into the Kingdom of God, then
Satan has no power over you. You may say,
"But look at the multitude of Christians who
pray every day, yet the enemy is destroying
their finances, and they are eaten up with
sickness and disease. How can you say the

devil has no power over them?' It is because
of the darkness. Again | must repeat: " This |

say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye
henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk,
in the vanity of their mind, having the
understanding darkened, being alienated
from the life of God through the ignorance
that is in them, because of the blindness of
their heart" (Eph. 4:17-18).

Most Christians believe more in the power of
the devil than in the power of God. By
confessing and believing in the power of evil
to prevail over you, you give it the power to
do so. Whatever you believe in will work for
you. You believe in your heart that the devil
has power over you, you then confess it with
your mouth, and it becomes yours by
experience. It can be very difficult to believe
God when your experience is totally different.
However, if you will look away from your
wrong experiences and begin to believe God,
your experience will then line up with the
Word. Y ou can spend your whole life fighting
the devil (as| did for many years), sometimes
winning and sometimes losing, but never
realizing that in actuality he has no power
over you.

Not |, but Christ In Me

The Apostle Paul knew the power of the
human mind, and the power of human beliefs
and suggestions. That is why he said for us
not to walk as the gentiles walk, in the vanity



of their mind. The carnal mind is what keeps
us in bondage to the flesh. We think, "How
can | possibly walk free of Satan and in the
power of God?' We know that the Word says
we have been delivered from sin, sickness and
death, but that is not our experience. | have
sickness in my body and | know that for a
fact. Some say that sin and sickness are not
red, but that does not make them go away.
Our problem is the darkness, the blindness,
and the ignorance. The problem is in not
knowing what we have inherited in Christ. It
IS the blindness of not seeing who Heisin me.
Itisnolonger I: "1 have been crucified with
Christ, nevertheless | live, yet not I, but
Christ livesin me" (Gal. 2:20). If 1, through
the Spirit, put to death the carnal self-life, and
| am no longer living, and the Life of Christis
coming forth in my body, | will begin to
realize the resurrection power of Jesus giving
Life to my mortal body.

We do have the Life of God in us. If you have
experienced that Life, no one can take it away
from you. Just as you have experienced His
Life in you, you can experience everything
that He is by that Life growing in you. We are
alienated from that Life due to the darkened

understanding and the ignorance. Paul told the
Corinthians, " In whom the god of this world

hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not, lest the light of the glorious
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine unto them" (2 Cor. 4:4). We
must realize that this also applies to
Christians. The god of this world is the spirit
of the age that we live in. It is al the human
beliefs that are contrary to the Word of God.
Paul sid in 2 Corinthians 10:4-5, " For the
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but
mighty through God to the pulling down of
strongholds; casting down imaginations, and
every high thing that exalteth itself against
the knowledge of God, and bringing into
captivity every thought to the obedience of
Christ.” We must renew our minds to

conform to the Word of God. If our
experience does not line up with the Word,
then our experience is wrong, not the Word.
We must spend time seeking God so that His
light may enlighten our darkness.

Coming out of dakness is a gradua
experience. After the night has ended, the day
gradualy dawns. The Church has been in
darkness for 2,000 years, but the day is
beginning to dawn. You will soon see a
people on the earth who walk in the reality of
Christ in themselves. If you open to the truth
of these words of His indwelling presence,
you will begin to come out of the darkness. If
you are not consciously aware of God living
His Life in you, then for you He is not real.
You have only a story-book God. Y ou cannot
walk in the Spirit as a theory, or only as a
good teaching. If you begin to walk in the
Spirit, you will begin to see your enemies fall
at your feet.

Paul also said that you need to be renewed in
the spirit of your mind. The spirit of your
mind is a renewed consciousness. Human
intellect alone will never know the power of
God. He must come adive in your
CONSCI OUSNESS.

The Glorious Church

"He has put all things under His feet and
has appointed Him the universal and
supreme head of the church which is His
body, the fullness of Him Who fillsall in all -
- for in that body lives the full measure of
Him Who makes everything complete, and
Who fills everything everywhere [with
Himself]" (Eph. 1:22-23, Amplified). Thereis
enough revelation and power in these words
alone that, if you believe them, they will bring
you out of the darkness. | began a few years
ago to learn the power in the spoken word. |
learned that what | believed in the new heart
God had given me was far past the reasoning



capabilities of my natural mind. | had to learn
to follow and listen to the Spirit of God within
me, instead of listening to my natural mind. |
began to have an experiential encounter with
God in my being. This is dtill a limited
experience, but it is gowing. Thereisaream
in God where there is no sin, no disease, no
sickness and no death. The Church is not yet
fully there, but we are beginning to enter into
it.

The Apostle Paul said, "Put on the new
man" (Eph. 4:24). What does that mean? We
are seated with Christ in heavenly places
(Eph. 2:6). What does that mean? We have
been blessed with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places (Eph. 1:3). What does that
mean? These statements are given to us as
facts, as present redlities, not as something to
hope for someday. There is a ream in God
where we can experience these things. It is a
conscious awareness of being that which the
Word declares. We begin to experience these
things when we have a spiritual birth and

begin to grow in the Spirit. The Word says,
"Howbeit that was not first which is
spiritual, but that which is natural; and
afterward that which is spiritual. The first
man is of the earth, earthy: the second man
Is the Lord from heaven. As is the earthy,
such are they also that are earthy: and asis
the heavenly, such are they also that are
heavenly. And as we have borne the image of
the earthy, we shall also bear the image of
the heavenly" (1 Cor. 15:46-49). Thisis what
the Church is coming into. We are to bear the
image of the heavenly. Just think of it! A
group of people on the eath who are
manifesting the heavenly character of Jesus.
Paul told the Corinthians, " He that is joined
unto the Lord is one spirit" (1 Corinthians
6:17). In your spirit is the Holy Spirit. These
spirits are not two irits, but ONE SPIRIT.
Paul told the Ephesians, "The two shall
become one, and | speak a great mystery of
Christ and the Church" (Eph. 5:31-32). You

are bone of His bone and flesh of His flesh.
As we are transformed and begin to live in our
spirit, where the Spirit of God dwells, we
become the visible expression of the invisible
God. Whnat a divine mystery!



