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There are many scriptures that deal with faith actually the whole bible in one way or the 
other gets around to it.  From Noah to Abraham to Joseph to Elijah lessons in faith have 
been learned and those with much persecution and testing.  As Christians we are told that 
“the just shall live by faith.”  While many believe they really do, the crux of the matter is 
most of us really do not, or at least not in the way God intended.  Faith sermons have 
been preached for hundreds of years, bible studies have been taught and yet when we 
look at the condition of Christianity it’s a God awful shame (as my sister Toni likes to 
say) what we are manifesting because tried and true faith, sold out faith brings forth much 
good fruit.  In every single denomination (and yes the non-denominations) there is 
nothing less than shame and dishonor brought to Our Father by the very people who say 
and sing “My Faith Looks Up To Thee, Thou Lamb Of Calvary….”  That brings us to the 
point of this writing - what is it that people really believe about living/walking by faith? 
 
First of all, if you ask a Christian what it means to live/walk by faith, they will probably 
tell you it means to trust God to supply all your needs (with most of them being natural, 
i.e. food, clothing, etc.).  For many years that would have been my response because 
that’s where my understanding was and that’s where many rest today.  I won’t tell you 
this is not a part of faith but what I will convey to you is there’s so much more for God’s 
people to understand about walking and living by faith. 
 
When Noah was called on to build the Ark he had no concept of an ark or even rain for 
that matter; but because of his faith he turned from every thought running through his 
mind and asked for the instructions to do it.  When Abraham was called out of Ur of the 
Chaldeans he had no inkling of where he was going.  I’m sure when Joseph was laying in 
that pit his mind, though on survival, knew that God would never leave nor forsake him.  
Elijah running from Jezebel surely had to concede that the God who sent the raven and 
told him of the 7,000 knew in his heart of hearts that things were never out of the Father’s 
control.  The one thing the great men and women of old - Deborah, Esther, Nehemiah, 
Isaiah and Paul had in common was their life commitment to a Holy God; now that’s 
faith. 
 
Faith goes so far beyond expecting God to meet our five sense needs; to walk and live by 
faith the way it was purposed is to live totally surrendered and laid out for God’s 
direction where ever He takes us.  It means that our relationship with Him is not 
established on the principles of going to church, paying our dues, getting involved with 
organizations, even passing out tracts, etc., etc., etc.; our relationship is with God and 
God alone.  Our lives are turned over to Him “to will and to do according to His good 
pleasure.”  Our work the bible says is to believe on the one that was sent.   
 
 
 



Somewhere down the line we got so caught up in denominations with all their traditions 
and schisms that the true foundation of faith was never laid out in our hearts because they 
had been turned from God to the preacher, teacher, evangelist, pastor and apostle.  We 
went looking for every meeting, every “word” all the great names we could find thinking 
that these things would help our spiritual life become stronger.  We started prayer groups, 
and bible bands, we yielded to everything imaginable to enhance us as children of God 
only to come away day after day, year after year still feeling a longing and emptiness 
within our hearts. 
 
I can’t begin to count the times of going to church and walking away more unfulfilled 
than when I went in.  One day though (about 1984) while praying, the Lord said to me 
“turn your heart from man and hear from me.”  At first my mind said when I hear from 
them Father I’m hearing from you.  Oh, you know that’s exactly what many will tell you.  
We’re still talking about walking and living by faith here.  No matter the denominations, 
no matter the prayer meetings or bible studies; if you never read another scripture from 
the bible or hear another sermon, God is so able to supply all of our needs, even more 
He is able to reveal Himself to you if you never walk into another church again.  I 
don’t knock going to church surely on occasion I go as He leads me.  They have their 
place.  What is so horrendous to the body of Christ is many pastors do not preach, teach, 
or direct their (?) congregations to establish a firm foundation and relationship with God 
and Him alone.  It’s always comes down to the dos and don’ts, the rules and regulations 
of the particular denomination backed up by scripture to validate their views.  Many 
don’t teach that you need to seek for the Holy Ghost to firmly plant you and establish you 
that you might be able to understand the word for yourself, that this is God’s appointed 
way to reveal Himself to His people, by His Spirit. 
 
When Moses was kicked out of Egypt and exiled to the back side of the desert for his 
crime, there were no rules, no scripture, no sermons or bible studies; there was God in the 
form of a burning bush to reveal to Moses that I AM.  That passage kept coming to me 
over and over again.  Finally, I said to God, “as you were with Moses be it done unto 
me.”  I have never looked back since then and when ever I try to “fit” in He always gives 
me that drawback “come out from among them.”  This does not mean that He gives 
everybody to walk away but for many He does.   
 
To walk and live by faith is to recognize that God Is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever more.  He changes not.  A life of faith is one where we are totally dependent on 
Him to make all our decisions, to direct our going out and coming in; we don’t just up 
and go out of habit and duty but our steps are ordered by the Lord.  A life of faith is filled 
with moving forward in the spirit looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.  
A life of faith recognizes that “it is in Him that we live, move and have our being.”  We 
for so long have thought the established order to be the norm for Christian living and 
maturity but beloved drug dealers have faith, criminals will tell you that “something” told 
them not to hit that place and when they passed it by, they were so happy.   
 
 
 



 
The life of faith is allowing God to fine tune our spiritual ears and eyes that when the 
deep that He is calls unto the deep that we are there will be no conferring with flesh and 
blood because we will know it’s Him.  The life of faith distances one from the mundane 
practices of religion and draws the believer into a rigorous exercise of walking and 
talking with Him in the garden of our minds and hearts even as the first Adam did.  It will 
be getting to know Him in an intimate and knowing way that’s not overshadowed by the 
things of man.  When I look at the Christian shows on television so many of the people 
(not all of them) look as if a void needs to be filled and for many it does.  I wonder if 
there have been times when the Lord was beckoning us to forego Sunday service or bible 
study and “come away with me for this time.”  How many times have we felt that unction 
to be in His presence but “duty called” us and I’ll get back with you Father.   
 
This life of faith is a process (as my sister Terri calls it) of elimination of what’s real and 
what’s not; what’s productive and what’s counter productive for our spiritual maturity but 
even beyond that for us entering into His kingdom.  One of my favorite songs is by 
Donnie McClerkin, where he sings Psalms 27 – “one thing that I desire from the Lord – 
that one thing will I seek for that I may dwell within His house, inquire within His temple 
and behold the beauty of the Lord.”  When we begin to walk by faith and not by sight – 
i.e. by the spirit and not by the natural, we will begin to see a greater manifestation of 
God’s power flowing from our lives and into the lives of those who may never walk into 
a church building.  When we abandon ships of religious tradition and hoist our sails to 
that ship of Zion (every now and then you will find a traveler) those greater works He 
said we would do will be done.  I believe the greatest miracles that Jesus performed were 
done not in the synagogue but on the roads and in the fields; that’s why He said “go into 
the highways and byways and compel them to come; not to a church building but to Him.   
 
In conclusion saints “faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.”  Has your walk in this Christian life increased your desire for God to reveal 
Himself in a greater measure; do you hope to see Him do the greater works not just 
through others but you?  Are you more excited and do you live a life of greater 
expectancy than when you first believed?  Faith is living and progressing to the end 
because it sees not with a natural eye but trusts Him who is able to keep us from falling 
and to present us before His glorious presence without fault and with great joy – to the 
only God our Saviour be glory, majesty, power and dominion (authority), through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! AMEN.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Blessing of Jude 
Rise Like The Sun 
Revisited on shadow and flame 
 
V1. To Him who is able to keep us from falling  
To Him who is able to bring us to God 
With joy never ending – with love everlasting 
With no condemnation He brings us to God 
V2. To Him who has saved us – To Him be all glory 
All power and authority – for ever amen 
Let faith be your covering – and mercy your offering 
His love be your everything – for ever amen 
A – men (your everything) A-men 
His love be your everything – for ever amen 
 
In His Light! 
Gwendolyn L. Riley     
 
 
     
 
          
 
 
 
 


